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forms of compounds which easily undergo reversible isomeric change.
If a compound very easily undergoes change of atomic configuration, and if that change is reversed under slightly different conditions, it will scarcely be possible to determine the constitution of the compound by studying its chemical reactions, because the reagents used may bring about the change of configuration which it is desired to detect, and the reactions that are observed may be those of the secondary form of the compound. But, if the spectrometric constants of an unsat-urated compound change when the actual valencies of its atoms alter, it may be possible to follow the changes of atomic configuration by observing the variations in the values of the spectrometric constants.
Hence it seemed that spectrometric methods of inquiry would very probably throw light on tautomeric changes, and on the formulas to be given to compounds which exhibit peculiar and even apparently contradictory reactions.
I propose to give some account of BriihFs spectrometric investigation of benzene, and to sketch the methods used, and some of the results obtained, in his optical examination of tauuiinerism.
Passing over his earlier communications on benzene and                        ||
compounds allied thereto, we come to Bruhl's memoir published in 1894.1
Briihl had shown that the molecular refractions of the olefmes (CnH2n) and their derivatives exceed the sum of the atomic refractions of their elements by an almost constant value, which is dependent on the number of ethylenic (double) linkings between the atoms of carbon in these compounds. He had found that benzene showed an increment of refraction nearly three times as great as that which accompanies one double linking of a pair of carbon atoms; hence Bruhl concluded that the molecule of benzene contains three pairs of
Meyer says, with reference  to the term tautomerism introduced by Laar, "P. Jakobson applies the more suitable name desmotropy to the phenomenon of tau-
1 Neue Beitrdge zur Frage nack der Constitution ties Benzols (J. prakt. CJiem. [2], 49, 201 [1894]).